HIJACKING

It is estimated that a motor vehicle is

2 hijacked every
minutes in South Africa.

COMMON HIJACKING
TRENDS

THE BLOCKAGE METHOD
Pouncing on victims when deliveries are made, keeping security

gates open. This tactic is also used on narrow roads, where there’s
little or no space for the victim to escape.

e BLUE-LIGHT ROBBERIES
Vehicle owners are pulled over by imposters posing as traffic or
police officials — often in unmarked vehicles.

e THE GOOD SAMARITAN METHOD
Convincing targets that something is wrong with their vehicles or
taking a vehicle’s number plate or another accessory when the
vehicle is stationary, and then driving next to and showing it to
their targets - as if they picked it up and simply want to return it -
to get them to pull over.

e THE BUMPER BASHING METHOD
Bumping into their victim'’s vehicle, making them think that it's an
accident.

¢ THE BREAKDOWN METHOD
Acting as if their vehicle has broken down, getting victims to pull
over to help or to slow down to drive around them.

¢ THE FOLLOW-THE-LEADER METHOD
Identifying a victim in a public space and then following them to a
more opportune pouncing spot - drivers are often followed to
their vehicles and forced to drive with the hijackers.

e ROAD BARRIERS
Placing objects in the road, forcing drivers to stop - burning tyres
and stones are commonly used in this tactic

AVOID BECOMING
A VICTIM

e Have your key ready, but not visible.

* Inspect the outside and inside of the vehicle before unlocking it -
make sure you are not being followed to your vehicle.

e Always drive with your windows closed and doors locked.
® Avoid driving through high crime or unfamiliar areas.
e NEVER, EVER pick up hitchhikers or strangers.

Store your valuable out of view.
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Lock your vehicle and make sure the doors have locked by
checking the door handle.

If approached by a stranger while in your vehicle, drive off if
possible or use your hooter to attract attention.

Make sure you are not followed.

If you encounter obstacles on the road, e.g. rocks, and tyres, do
not get out of your vehicle to remove them. Reverse and drive
away in the opposite direction.

Do not stop to eat or rest on deserted roads.

Do not leave your vehicle unattended at a filling station.

IF CONFRONTED WITH

A HIGHJACKER

If possible, press the panic button!

Do not lose your temper, threaten or challenge the hijacker.

DO EXACTLY ASTOLD BY THE HIJACKERS!

Do not resist, especially if the hijacker has a weapon. Surrender
your vehicle and move away. Try to put as much distance between

yourself and the hijacker(s) as speedily as possible.

Try to remain calm at all times and do not show signs of
aggression.

Do not make eye contact with the hijacker. They might perceive
this behaviour as a threat and retaliate aggressively.

Keep your hands still and visible to the hijacker, to give them
assurance of your passive content.

Do not speak too fast (if you are able to talk) and do not make
sudden movements.

o
Gather as much information as possible ¢ *
without posing a threat.
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