DOWNHILL
OVER SPEEDING

It is vitally important to reduce your speed when travelling
through passes to avoid putting yourself and others at serious risk.

Purpose: To warn that the road
will descend steeply.

Action: Be aware of slow-moving
traffic, particularly in
mountainous areas with sharp
curves. Allow for a longer
stopping distance on a descent
and especially when your vehicle
is heavily laden.

Purpose: To warn that, because
of a steep descent, it is necessary
to engage a lower gear.

Action: If you are driving a heavy
motor vehicle, engage a lower
gear so that the vehicle will move
down the descent more slowly.

It is important to take note of the
road signs and adhere to the
recommended speed limits for
the descent. This is crucial when
travelling on the Vanrhyns Pass
(R27), Piekenierskloof Pass (N7),
the Garies Pass (N7) and the Van
Rheenen’s pass (N3).
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Over speeding downhill means
overusing the footbrake to slow the
vehicle down. This can cause the brakes
to overheat which could lead to brakes
burning or brake failure.

This will result in a major accident
injuring yourself, co-driver and
innocent road users.

The speed limit of 40 KM/PH must be
adhered to at all times when
descending any passes. Failure to
comply will result in disciplinary action.

Avoid using the auxiliary brake on
slippery road surfaces due to the risk
of the wheels locking up and skidding.
The auxiliary brake only brakes on the
rear wheels which involves a risk of
jack-knifing. Use the brake pedal
instead as it acts on all the wheels.
Drive with adequate safety
margins.




