WET WEATHER
CONDITIONS

AND SAFE, DEFENSIVE DRIVING

According to a report by the RTMC, wet roads and poor
visibility contribute to more than 27% of all fatal accidents.

GENERALTIPS FOR
DRIVING IN WET
WEATHER:

Know before you go.
Check out weather forecasts online, on the radio or on TV. Be
particularly aware of the potential for flash flooding during heavy
downpours or freezing conditions as rain from the day before may
have frozen overnight.

2. Plan the route.
Check for possible road closures from flooding and plan ahead to
avoid such areas. Be aware of possible alternatives if forecasts
suggest you may enter stormy weather.

3. Pre-trip thoroughly.
This goes for any weather conditions, but an equipment failure
could be even worse in poor weather conditions. Ensure your
truck and trailer are safe and good condition.

4. Eliminate distractions before you turn the key.
Take five seconds to connect your phone to the onboard
Bluetooth before you begin driving to ensure your cellphone will
not become a distraction, keep it out of reach. Get your GPS
navigation set up before departing to set yourself up for
maximum focus on the road.

WHILE YOU DRIVE ON

WET ROADS,
ALWAYS REMEMBER:

Always wear your seat belt.
This is a requirement in any weather condition!

2. Keep your lights on.
It's just as important for other motorists to be able to see you as it
is for you to see them and the road — this goes for driving in rainy
conditions both at night and during the day.

3. Keep your radio on with low volume.
You can monitor stations that provide weather updates so you can
stay alert on the latest weather conditions without being
distracted. The volume shouldn't be too loud to enable you to
hear what is happening around you (e.g. emergency vehicles).

4. Change speeds gradually.
Accelerate or decelerate slower than you normally would to
prevent traction loss. Heavy rain can quickly reduce traction.

5. Never drive into water over the roadway.
Turn around, don't drown! Even a small amount of moving water
can easily wash away a vehicle. The water also obscures your
vision of hazards, making it hard to tell how deep the water really
is or if the road underneath has been washed out.
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6. Drive slower.
Sometimes a safe
speed is far below the
posted speed limit. Adjust
your speed to the weather.

7. Increase following distance.
We recommend seven seconds of following distance in good
conditions, and you may need to go up to 10 seconds in rainy
conditions.

8. Do not use cruise control or engine brake.
Using cruise means you lose the feel of the road and may not
sense hydroplaning, and your engine brake on wet and slippery
roads could result in loss of traction.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU
WERE TRAPPED IN A
FLASH FLOOD:

Keep calm and think swiftly.

e |fyou're caughtin a flash flood, do not drive through or over a
flooded road or bridge, turn back and seek a higher route. Do not
stay in the flooded area. If you are unable to turn around and your
vehicle is surrounded by water contact your Fleet Controller for an
alternative action. Should you find yourself in an emergency
situation, immediately call Emergency Services.

Switch off the air-conditioning.
e Once in water, turn off your vehicles air-conditioning so you
prevent too much damage being inflicted on the engine.

Keep your vehicle moving at all times.

*  Whatever you do while driving through a flood, don't stop.
Stopping your vehicle while in deep water will allow water to enter
the exhaust and do some serious damage internally. Also, you'll
want to perform as many revs as possible while driving through,
so it's recommended that you engage the lowest gear possible.

Don’t drive too fast.

e While you'll want to keep moving, you should also go at a
moderate speed (approximately 10km/h) so you keep your tyres
in contact with the road below. If somehow you lose grip, do not
brake. Instead, just remove your foot from the acceleration pedal,
keep your steering wheel straight and steady, and allow your
vehicle to regain its grip on the road before continuing.

Test your brakes after.
e |If you've successfully cleared the flood, the next thing
you'll want to do is to check that your brakes are fine.
In a safe area and going slowly, gently tap on
your brakes to make sure they work before
driving on at normal speed. You don't want
to drive without fully functional brakes.




